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Karl Marx, "A Contribution to the Critique of Political economy"
(Review by Frederick Engels), Das Volk, 30 No. 14, August 6,
1859: "The Germans have long since shown that in all spheres of
science they are equal, and in most of them superior, to other
civilised nations. Only one branch of science, political economy,

"had no German name among its foremost scholars
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The plentiful meat and milk diet among the Aryans and the "
Semites, and particularly the beneficial effects of these foods on
the development of children, may, perhaps, explain the superior

".development of these two races

The quotation is from Engels, "Origin of the Family, Private
Property and the State", Fourth revised edition, 1891, in Marx &
Engels, Selected Works In One Volume, Lawrence & Wishart:

.London, 1980, p 464
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True, it is a fixed idea with the French that the Rhine is their "
property, but to this arrogant demand the only reply worthy of
the German nation is Arndt's: "Give back Alsace and Lorraine".
For I am of the opinion, perhaps in contrast to many whose
standpoint I share in other respects, that the reconquest of the
German-speaking left bank of the Rhine is a matter of national
honour, and that the Germanisation of a disloyal Holland and of
Belgium is a political necessity for us. Shall we let the German
nationality be completely suppressed in these countries, while the

"?Slavs are rising ever more powerfully in the East
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By the same right under which France took Flanders, Lorraine "
and Alsace, and will sooner or later take Belgium — by that same
right Germany takes over Schleswig; it is the right of civilization
as against barbarism, of progress as against stability. Even if the
agreements were in Denmark's favor — which is very doubtful-
this right carries more weight than all the agreements, for it is the

"right of historical evolution
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Among all the nations and sub-nations of Austria, only three "
standard-bearers of progress took an active part in history, and
are still capable of life — the Germans, the Poles and the Magyars.
Hence they are now revolutionary. All the other large and small
nationalities and peoples are destined to perish before long in the

(...) .revolutionary world HOLOCAST

This remnant of a nation that was, as Hegel says, suppressed and
held in bondage in the course of history, this human trash,
becomes every time — and remains so until their complete
obliteration or loss of national identity — the fanatical carriers of
counter-revolution, just as their whole existence in general is

(...) .itself a protest against a great historical revolution

Such, in Austria, are the pan-Slavist Southern Slavs, who are
nothing but the human trash of peoples, resulting from an
(...) .extremely confused thousand years of development

The next world war will result in the disappearance from the face

of the earth not only of reactionary classes and dynasties, but also
.of entire reactionary peoples. And that, too, is progress
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We repeat: apart from the Poles, the Russians, and at most the "
Turkish Slavs, no Slav people has a future, for the simple reason
that all the other Slavs lack the primary historical, geographical,
political and industrial conditions for independence and viability.
Peoples which have never had a history of their own, which from
the time when they achieved the first, most elementary stage of
civilization already came under foreign sway, or which were
forced to attain the first stage of civilization only by means of a
foreign yoke, are not viable and will never be able to achieve any
kind of independence. And that has been the fate of the Austrian
Slavs. The Czechs, among whom we would include the
Moravians and Slovaks, although they differ in respect of

"language and history, have never had a history of their own
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Engels in The Northern Star January 22, 1848: "Upon the whole
it is, in our opinion, very fortunate that the Arabian chief has
been taken. The struggle of the Bedouins was a hopeless one, and
though the manner in which brutal soldiers, like Bugeaud, have
carried on the war is highly blamable, the conquest of Algeria is
an important and fortunate fact for the progress of civilisation.
The piracies of the Barbaresque states, never interfered with by
the English government as long as they did not disturb their
ships, could not be put down but by the conquest of one of these
states. And the conquest of Algeria has already forced the Beys of
Tunis and Tripoli, and even the Emperor of Morocco, to enter
upon the road of civilisation. They were obliged to find other
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employment for their people than piracy, and other means of
filling their exchequer than tributes paid to them by the smaller
states of Europe. And if we may regret that the liberty of the
Bedouins of the desert has been destroyed, we must not forget
that these same Bedouins were a nation of robbers, - whose
principal means of living consisted of making excursions either
upon each other, or upon the settled villagers, taking what they
found, slaughtering all those who resisted, and selling the
remaining prisoners as slaves. All these nations of free barbarians
look very proud, noble and glorious at a distance, but only come
near them and you will find that they, as well as the more

"civilised nations, are ruled by the lust of gain
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Engels in Deutsche-Bruesseler-Zeitung 1848: "In America we
have witnessed the conquest of Mexico and have rejoiced at it. It
is also an advance when a country which has hitherto been
exclusively wrapped up in its own affairs, perpetually rent with
civil wars, and completely hindered in its development, a country
whose best prospect had been to become industrially subject to
Britain - when such a country is forcibly drawn into the historical

process. It is to the interest of its own development that Mexico
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will in future be placed under the tutelage of the United States.
The evolution of the whole of America will profit by the fact that
the United States, by the possession of California, obtains

"command of the Pacific

https://marxists.anu.edu.au/archive/marx/works/1848/01/23.htm
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Finally, the noble nation of Great Russia, no longer engaged in "
pursuing chimerical conquest for the benefit of Tsarism, will be
free to carry out its true civilising mission in Asia and to develop
its vast intellectual resources in exchanges with the West, instead
of squandering the best of its blood on the scaffold or in the

" katorga
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As for slavery, there is no need for me to speak of its bad "
aspects. The only thing requiring explanation is the good side of
slavery. I do not mean indirect slavery, the slavery of proletariat; I
mean direct slavery, the slavery of the Blacks in Surinam, in
Brazil, in the southern regions of North America. Direct slavery
is as much the pivot upon which our present-day industrialism
turns as are machinery, credit, etc. Slavery is therefore an
".economic category of paramount importance

Karl Marx to Pavel Vasilyevich Annenkov, (Letter, 28 December -
(1846
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Without slavery North America, the most progressive of "
countries, would be transformed into a patriarchal country. Wipe
North America off the map of the world, and you will have
anarchy — the complete decay of modern commerce and
civilization. Cause slavery to disappear and you will have wiped
"America off the map of nations
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This was perfectly correct for the year 1847. At that time the "
world trade of the United States was limited mainly to import of
immigrants and industrial products, and export of cotton and
tobacco, ie., of the products of southern slave labour. The
Northern States produced mainly corn and meat for the slave
states. It was only when the North produced corn and meat for
export and also became an industrial country, and when the
American cotton monopoly had to face powerful competition, in
India, Egypt, Brazil, etc., that the abolition of slavery became
possible. And even then this led to the ruin of the South, which
did not succeed in replacing the open Negro slavery by the
".disguised slavery of Indian and Chinese coolies, F.E

Note by Frederick Engels, to the 1885 German Edition. For more

information
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He has not the slightest idea that the ability of children to "
develop depends on the development of their parents and that all
this crippling under existing social relations has arisen
historically, and in the same way can be abolished again in the
course of historical development. Even naturally evolved
differences within the species, such as racial differences, etc.,
which Sancho does not mention at all, can and must be abolished
in the course of historical development. Sancho — who in this
connection casts a stealthy glance at zoology and so makes the
discovery that "innate limited intellects" form the most numerous
class not only among sheep and oxen, but also among polyps and
infusoria, which have no heads at all — has perhaps heard that it
is possible to improve races of animals and by cross-breeding to
create entirely new, more perfect varieties both for human
enjoyment and for their own self-enjoyment.. "Why should not”
Sancho be able to draw a conclusion from this in relation to
"2people as well

Marx & Engels, "The German Ideology”, Chap. 3
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The plentiful meat and milk diet among the Aryans and the "
Semites, and particularly the beneficial effects of these foods on
the development of children, may, perhaps, explain the superior
".development of these two races

Engels, "Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State”,
Fourth revised edition, 1891, in Marx & Engels, Selected Works
(.In One Volume, Lawrence & Wishart: London, 1980, p 464
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On the other hand, modern natural science has extended the "
principle of the origin of all thought content from experience in a
way that breaks down its old metaphysical limitation and
formulation. By recognising the inheritance of acquired
characters, it extends the subject of experience from the
individual to the genus; the single individual that must have
experienced is no longer necessary, its individual experience can
be replaced to a certain extent by the results of the experiences of
a number of its ancestors. If, for instance, among us the
mathematical axioms seem self-evident to every eight-year-old
child, and in no need of proof from experience, this is solely the
result of "accumulated inheritance.” It would be difficult to teach
."them by a proof to a bushman or Australian negro

"Engels. "Notes to Anti-Duehring
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The possibility is here presented for definite economic "
development taking place, depending, of course, upon favourable
".circumstances, inborn racial characteristics, etc

:Marx , Capital, vol. 3, chapter 47
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We regard economic conditions as the factor which ultimately "
determines historical development. But race is itself an economic

"factor
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)-Engels: (Marx and Engels, Selected Works, Vol. 3, p. 502
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